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preface is in a measure to be fulfilled : " I felt [after a day of study] as 
if I had made a new, a supreme acquaintance. I pass over this feel- 
ing to those who can understand it, or who may share it ; and wish it, 
from my heart, for those who do not." S. M. 



The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges. The Books of 
Joel and Amos, with Introduction and Notes. By Rev. S. R. 
Driver, D.D., Regius Professor of Hebrew in the Univer- 
versity of Oxford. Cambridge: At the University Press; 
New York: The Macmillan Company., 1897. Pp. 244, 
i6mo. Cloth, $1, net. 

In this volume Dr. Driver has furnished commentaries which must 
rank with the best in the "Cambridge Bible Series," and he has 
attained to an extraordinary degree the objects aimed at in the series 
by the syndics of the University Press of Cambridge. The amount of 
information toward the elucidation and illustration of the two prophets 
here compressed into 244 pages is truly remarkable, and the author's 
learning is manifest throughout the 58 pages of introduction and the 
171 pages of text and notes. 

Students of Driver's Introduction will find that the author's views 
of the prophecy of Joel have sustained no substantial change — the 
conclusions there stated being simply reinforced and elaborated — but 
he has presented a new section on the interpretation of the prophecies, 
one of the most satisfactory parts of the book. In this he takes the 
position that the scourge of locusts mentioned in the first chapter wr.s 
one from which the people had actually suffered, and that this sug- 
gested to the prophet the still more formidable swarms of the second 
chapter, which the prophet imagines as the immediate precursors of 
Jehovah's day. For the literal explanation of these locusts, he rightly 
refers to 2:4^, 5, 7, where, as he says, "the locusts are themselves 
compared to a body of warriors," and he quotes from W. R. Smith 
(Encyd. Brit., ed. 9, art. Joel, p. 706) the words "the poetical hyper- 
bole which compares the invading swarms to an army would be incon- 
ceivably lame, if a literal army was already concealed under the figure 
of the locusts." Driver finds the central thought of the prophecy in 
" the idea of the day of Jehovah which is suggested to the prophet by 
the drought and the visitation of locusts," and this day of Jehovah he 
agrees with W. R. Smith, A. B. Davidson, and others in defining as 
" the day when Jehovah interposes in the history of the world .... 



62 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

destroying wickedness and illusion, and confirming righteousness and 
truth, bringing terror to His enemies, but joy to His faithful servants," 
accomplishing the ideal triumph of right over wrong often predicted 
by the prophets and which had not yet been realized. According to 
the author, the chief difference between Joel and his predecessors lies 
in the emphasis that Joel throws on " the distinction between Israel 
and the nations," rather than between "the righteous and the wicked 
in Israel itself," an emphasis which in Joel led to no real extravagance, 
though made the occasion, perhaps, for the later " particularistic " 
notion of the Jews, and itself but a partial representation of the mind 
of God in respect to the nations. 

In the introduction to Amos are sections practically new on the 
"characteristic teaching of Amos" and on " some literary aspects of 
Amos's book." In the first the writer calls attention to the emphasis 
placed by Amos on moral standards of living as applicable to Israel no 
less than to the rest of mankind, and in the second, with some little 
reservation, he is inclined to reject the conclusions of Wellhausen, 
G. A. Smith, and some others of the best interpreters of Amos, when 
they question the genuineness of portions of the prophecy. In respect 
to alleged corruptions of the text a similar caution is maintained. It 
will be remembered that some years ago Professor Driver was criticised 
somewhat severely in this country for his supposed indorsement of 
radical conclusions respecting the criticism of the Old Testament. 
Even then it was well understood by many scholars that he was nat- 
urally inclined to conservative views, and it was said openly in Eng- 
land that he should have made greater concessions to the positions of 
the advanced critical school. In his treatment of Amos Dr. Driver 
has certainly shown anything but an inclination to radicalism, and his 
careful, judicial temper is seen at its best in this work of his. 

In the exposition are set forth in compact form the established 
results of modern scholarship, or the precise nature of the uncertainty, 
in cases where opinions are still divided. Illustrations might be taken 
from almost every page, but let it suffice to instance, in addition to 
the valuable geographical notes throughout the volume, the remarks 
on locusts, and the devastation wrought by them (pp. 36, 38, 39, 82-91), 
wine (pp. 41, 62, 79, 224), winds and rain (pp. 61, 62, 179, 170), 
implements of peace and war (pp. 73, 74), threshing-board (pp. 130, 227, 
228), tithes (pp. 166, 167), mourning customs (pp. 183, 184, 232-4), 
offerings (pp. 186, 187), musical instruments (pp. 234-6), Jehovah of 
hosts (pp. 231, 232), Virgin of Israel (pp. 175, 176), Torah (pp. 230, 
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231), Nazirites (pp. 152, 153), slave dealing (p. 71), Return to God 

(pp. 54, 168), spiritual gifts (pp. 64, 65), visions (pp. 126, 200, 201). 

The book here reviewed will be a very convenient register of the 

best opinions upon Joel and Amos, and upon the production of it 

both author and publishers are to be congratulated. 

Charles Rufus Brown. 
The Newton Theological Institution. 



Primeval Revelation, Studies in Gen. I-VTII. By J. Cynddylan 
Jones, [D.D. New York : American Tract Society, 1897. 
Pp. xiii+366, 8vo. 

In his preface the author frankly avows his intention "to interpret 
these chapters on the traditional hypothesis." He is unable, however, 
to ignore the fact that there are divergent theories, and, accordingly, 
he devotes his introduction to a discussion of the "Pentateuch and 
Criticism." 

He begins by depreciating technical, exegetical science as less adapted 
to bring out the meaning of a passage than "poetic imagination." It 
must be a comfort to him to believe that such learning is an encumbrance 
to the expositor, for he does not possess it. Although he is sure that 
" the critics " are wrong, he has no clear conception of their aim, method, 
or results. He apparently has not read even the recent German litera- 
ture on Old Testament criticism, much less the Dutch. The only works, 
cited are those of de Wette, Rosenmiiller, and other critics of the beginning 
of the century, together with a few modern books that have chanced to 
be translated. The important recent works on Semitic cosmology by 
Jensen and Gunkel seem to be unknown. On p. 159 "amuthig" 
(anmuthig?),'mea.mng" pleasant, agreeable," is declared to be an Ethiopic 
word from which "a few rationalists" derive the name Adam ! A read- 
ing of this book leaves it an open question whether its author knows 
even Hebrew otherwise than at second hand. On p. 3 we are told that 
" heart " in the language of the Old Testament is used in contrast to the 
intellectual faculties. On p. 26 hod (sic) and na'ar used as feminines 
are pronounced "archaisms." On p. 147 it is inferred from the plural 
hayyim that "plurality of lives is here ascribed to man." 

After this general depreciation of the method by which the critics 
reach their conclusions the author adduces three a priori arguments 
against their theories : first, that criticism is essentially destructive ; 
second, that the " higher critics " have no right to arrogate to them- 



